His Policy of Obstruction
but of thwarting the Government, which was part of the
normal purpose of every member of the Opposition* Mr*
Gathorne-Hardy, who had suffered so severely from the
obstructionists a few months earlier, hurried to the assistance
of his floundering colleague and pulled him out of his mess*
There was no more talk of suspension, and Parnell, escorted
by Biggar, returned to his place on the floor of the House,
where he resumed his speech on the South African Bill as if
nothing had occurred*
The Government could not be expected to endure this
sniping for ever, and so Sir Stafford Northcote proposed
two n$w rules to deal with obstruction, which were passed;
but four days after they were passed the House witnessed
the worst scene of obstruction in its history. The South
African Bill was again under discussion, and the Government,
in their determination to pass their Bill and thwart the
obstructionists, arranged to divide their followers into groups,
each group being told off to attend at the House during certain
hours of the day and night* The struggle began at five
o'clock on Tuesday evening, July 31, 1877, Mr* F* H*
O'Donnell, who had been elected for Dungarvan a month
before, starting the attack* There were seven Irishmen
doing battle against almost the entire House of Commons,
including their own official leader, Mr* Butt, who publicly
denied that they were Irishmen, and asserted that if this sort
of thing were to continue he would retire from politics as
from ** a vulgar brawl*** The fight continued through the
night* One batch of Government supporters relieved an-
other; one chairman of committee was relieved by a deputy;
and so through the night the hosts were spared from fatigue
while the valiant seven strove without ceasing* They kept
a strict control over themselves, nor were they ever caught
tripping over points of order* An unhappy chairman of
committee put himself out of order by a ruling antagonistic